The Story of Momotaro
Ashley Wu (ashleyactually@gmail.com)

Textbook: Sunshine English Course 3, Program 1
Objective: Introduce vocabulary from Program 1, and allow students to revise the past participle (過去分詞)

Materials: Momotaro print-out

Time needed: 45 minutes – 50 minutes
Procedure: Students form lunch groups. (6 people per group) Each student takes one part of the story (6 pieces in all) and tries to fill up the words. If they do not know the answer, they may check the dictionary or look up their textbook. Make it clear to them that discussion is allowed, so that they can help each other along the way.

After everyone has finished, the student number themselves from 1-6 and each student will take turns to read out their own line so that the class can check the answers.

For e.g. Student #1 from lunch group 1 reads “A long time ago, an old man and old woman lived in the mountains”, then student #2 from lunch group 2 reads “They had no children and were lonely”. This goes on until the entire story is finished.

Author’s notes: The disparity between the level of my students is rather large, weak students really have zero idea about the lessons, so in my case, I encouraged the stronger students to help the weaker ones. The reason why one group doesn’t read an entire page all at one shot is because the rest of the students would be distracted and not listen. I originally intended for my students to fill up the sheets and after that memorize one sheet and act it out, however this proved to be impossible as they took half the lesson to fill up the answers. In the end, my JTE suggested that the students just repeat the entire story after me. Of course, you can tweak this exercise to your students’ standard. 
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(1) A long time ago, an old man and old woman ___________________
(住んでいた) in the mountains. 
(2) They had no children and were __________________(寂しい). 

(3) One day, the old woman was _________________(洗っていた) clothes near the river. 

(4) She saw a very big peach. She _______________(take) the peach home.
(5) OLD WOMAN: 
Look! I’ve just _______________ (find) a big peach! Have you ever 
_______________(see) a big peach?
(6) OLD MAN: 
No I haven’t! I’ve never _______________ (see) a big peach! I am hungry, 
let’s eat it now.
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(1) Suddenly (突然) the old woman and old man ____________(see) a baby come out of the peach.
(2) They were ______________ (~がこわい)

(3) The baby said “I’ve been ______________ (send) to be your son.

(4) The old man and old woman were very ______________ (うれしい)

(5) OLD WOMAN:

I’ve just ___________________(think) of a name for him. “Momotaro” is a good name, how do you feel about it?

(6) OLD MAN:

Yes, it’s a good name. I am _________________(わくわくする)
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(1) When Momotaro became ______________(十五) years old, he ________________(話した) to his father.

(2) MOMOTARO: 

   I’ve _______________(住んでいた)here for fifteen years. Now, I must 

go to Onigashima. 

(3) MOMOTARO:

The monsters in Onigashima have ______________ (do) many bad 

things. I must fight them.

(4) OLD MAN: 

I am very ____________(自慢する) of you. 

(5) OLD WOMAN:

I’ve _____________ (make) some kibidango for you. 

(6) MOMOTARO: Goodbye! I will be ____________(安全).
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(1) Momotaro walked to the sea. He ____________(meet) a dog.

(2) MOMOTARO:

   Have you ever _____________(go) to Onigashima?

(3)DOG:

No I haven’t. Onigashima is ________________(こわい).

(4) MOMOTARO:
   I will _______________(あげる) you a kibidango. Do you want to 

come?

(5) DOG: 

   Ok. I must try _____________(新しい)things more often!

(6) MOMOTARO:

   ___________________________! (さぁ、行きましょう)
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(1) Momotaro and the dog then met a monkey. 
(2) MONKEY: ______________________________？(あなたたちはどこへ行きますか)

(3) MOMOTARO:

I’ve just ______________(meet) the dog. We are going to Onigashima.

(4) MONKEY:

It sounds like _____________!(楽しい) Can I go too?

(5) Momotaro said “Yes.” Then Momotaro, the dog and the monkey saw a 

pheasant. Momotaro also gave the pheasant a kibidango.
(6) Momotaro made a _____________(船) and they went to Onigashima.
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(1) When they reached Onigashima, they saw a big gate. (門) The pheasant _______________ (開けた) the gate.

(2) Momotaro, the dog, the monkey and the pheasant had a fight with the monsters.

(3) They all ______________ (食べた) kibidango, so they were strong. 
(4) Momotaro ______________(勝った)。The monsters gave Momotaro all the money.
(5) Momotaro, the dog, the monkey and the pheasant were ________________(疲れた) but they were happy.

(6) They’ve just ________________(終わり) a great battle.

