“Stop!” Reading Exercise
Objective: checking the students’ listening and comprehension skills.

Time: 5-10 minutes

Materials: textbook and pencil

Summary: used as a warm-up or review exercise for stories within the text, the ALT reads from the text making mistakes. The students yell “stop!” and correct each error.

Procedure: Target the “errors” you will make in the text beforehand, for example, on page 82 the correct sentence reads, “several months have passed,” but you can switch “months” with “days.” You can make 5 to 10 changes per page. You do not need to tell the students how many changes you made. During class the students open up to the target page, and you explain that you will read the story. State that you will be making reading errors. Beforehand, practice repeating “stop” with the students, then give them a practice sentence. If thoroughly demonstrated, an explanation in Japanese should be unnecessary. Begin reading out the passage, and when students hear an error they raise their hands and say “stop!” and the ALT chooses one student to correct the error.
Modification 1: students work in pairs, reading out the passage and guessing where errors have been made. 

Modification 2: Silent Stop. The students listen to the ALT. Instead of yelling stop, the students circle the errors, and try to guess the errors and correct the answers at the end of the passage. It is better to tell the students how many errors there will be for this version.

