Hiroshima stories
Ashley Wu (ashleyactually@gmail.com)

Textbook: Sunshine English Course 3, Program 4

Objectives :(a) Dictation: To let students practice their listening skills, spelling and grammar.
          (b) Cloze Passage: Vocabulary, grammar and reading practice
Materials: Print-outs (Dictation & Cloze Passage)
Time needed: (a) Dictation: 10 minutes
            (b) Cloze Passages: 30 – 35 minutes depending the class
Procedure: 
For the 1st activity, the ALT reads the passage and students try to spot the mistakes. There are 13 mistakes. They are not allowed to check the dictionary or textbook. 

The 2nd activity is a cloze passage which I wrote myself. The passage may sound a little choppy, but that’s because I refrained from using grammar which the students don’t know. The cloze passage is based on a true story which happened during the Hiroshima bombing. 

(1) Check with the students if they understand the meaning of the words in the box below.

(2) Allow them 15 minutes to attempt the questions

(3) Go through the answers with the students, you can get many students to participate by asking some for the answers, and others for translation of the sentences into Japanese.

(4) After you finish the first cloze passage, the students would now have an idea of the story. 

Cloze Passage #2 is the continuation of the first. In the 2nd exercise, students do not have English words to refer to, but they have the help of Japanese words in brackets beside the blanks.
(5) If you have extra time, everyone can have a look at the Japanese version of the story. (Cloze Passage #2 is the English translation of the Japanese) 

Author’s notes: This activity may seem a little bland for ALTs who are used to having a lot of fun conversations in the class. However, I personally find the activity useful for helping the students to really learn their vocabulary. My students reacted well to the activity even though they “complained” it was too difficult at first. When they read the Japanese version of the story, they had a better idea of what the English version was saying. I suppose the pitiful story also captured their attention and generated some interest in the topic.
Name: ________________________ Class: ___________

Program 4 – A Red Ribbon 
Please listen to Ashley and find the mistakes. There are 13 mistakes. 
When I first met Rumi, she was standing alone on the seashore. She was looking toward the sea. She wasn’t a cute little girl.
Her mather and father went to Hiroshima on April 5. It was just before the last war ended. Before they left the island, they said that they would only stay overnight. 
One days passed. Another day passed, and still another day passed. But her parents did not go back. 

Rumi’s uncle take her to Hiroshima to look for his parents. They walked around the burned-out sity for four days, but they could not find her parents. 

After they returned to the island, Rumi went to the seashore every day. She waited here alone for her parents. I felt sad wherever I saw her. 
Rumi had a pretty yellow ribbon in her heir. She loved it. It was make by her mother. 
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Name: _______________________  Class: _____________________

Choose the correct words and fill in the blanks. 

In August 6th1945 (Monday), the weather in Hiroshima was bright and ①＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿.

There was war, but it was a normal day for many people. Some people were going to work, some people were going to ②＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿. 

Shinichi Tetsutani was ③＿＿＿＿＿＿＿ years old. He lived with his father, mother, grandmother and sisters. His older sister was called Michiko, and his younger sister was called Yoko.

That morning, Shinichi was ④＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿ with his friend Kimiko. They were 

⑤＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿ Shinichi’s tricycle. The tricycle was Shinichi’s favorite toy.

Suddenly at about 8.15 am, there was a ⑥＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿ and a loud noise. An atomic bomb (原子爆弾) was dropped in Hiroshima. The atomic bomb’s name was “Little Boy”. The bomb 

⑦＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿ many people. Shinichi and his friend Kimiko ⑧＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿ because they were burnt by fire. Shinichi’s sisters also died when the house caught fire.

Shinichi’s father was very ⑨＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿. He buried Shinichi, Kimiko and the tricycle 

⑩＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿ the house. After ⑪＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿ years, in 1985, Shinichi’s bones were found. Shinichi’s father gave the ⑫＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿ to the Peace Museum in Hiroshima. 

A writer, Tatsuharu Kodama ⑬＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿ a story about Shinichi. The book’s title is “Shinichi’s Tricycle”. (伸一の三輪車)
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Shinichi’s tricycle. 伸一の三輪車。　　　　　   Shinichi and Michiko (older sister)

                                        　   New Year’s Day 1944. 伸一とみちこ(姉)　

1944年お正月に撮った写真。

From the story of “Shin’s Tricycle”
Early in the ①________________,(朝) I began to open the grave(お墓) with  Kimi’s ②______________(母). 

After digging for a while, we saw a ③______________.(パイプ) 
“Oh! It’s the ④_______________!”(三輪車), I said. I forgot (忘れた) about it.
Somebody said “⑤____________! (見て！)　There is something ⑥______________(白い）.”
I felt ⑦______________.(冷たい) 
We took out the bones with ⑧____________________(はし). 
There were many small ⑨___________________(骨).
 “Shinichi, Shinichi!”. “Kimiko!” Everyone ⑩________________（見てた） at the small　hands of the two ⑪___________________（子供たち）. They were still holding hands……

伸ちゃんの三輪車

伸一は三輪車の好きな三歳の男の子でした。原爆が落ちた時、お友達のきみ子と遊んでいました。ふたりは亡くなってしまいました。ふたりは伸一の家の庭に埋葬されました。40年後の1985年7月、ふたりの両親はふたりを正式なお墓へ移すことにしました。 

”伸ちゃんのさんりんしゃ”から

朝早く、わしは手伝いに来てくれたきみちゃんのお母さんといっしょにお墓を掘り起こし始めた。しばらく掘ると、赤さびたパイプが見えてきた。「あっ！三輪車じゃ！」知らず知らずのうちに、わしはすすり始めた。正直に言うと、わしは三輪車のことはすっかり忘れとったんじゃよ。 
「見て！何か白いものが。」だれかが叫んだ。わしは体が凍るようじゃった。用心してはしとはけを使って骨を掘り出していった。いくつもの小さな骨があった。 

「伸一、伸一。」「きみ子。」みんなの目が２人の子供の小さな白い手にくぎ付けになった。２人はまだ手を握っていたんじゃ.....                                          
児玉辰春著 童心社刊「伸ちゃんのさんりんしゃ」より

Answer Sheet:

Cloze Passage #1:

1. sunny

2. work

3. four

4. playing

5. riding

6. flash

7. killed

8. died

9. sad

10. behind

11. forty

12. tricycle

13. wrote

Cloze Passage #2:

1. morning

2. mother

3. pipe

4. tricycle

5. Look

6. white

7. cold

8. chopsticks

9. bones

10. looked

11. children

flash     sad     died    dropped   forty   killed 





wrote     tricycle    three    behind   school   





sunny   riding    








