A cat is not a comma!
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A cat has claws at the end of it’s paws…

A comma is a pause at the end of a clause…

To comma or not to comma that is the question.

An issue for many students of English, both native and non-native speakers, comes from the question of when to use a comma.

Now the simplest way to explain the use of a comma is, when you need to draw the readers’ attention to an important point in the sentence (a clause), use a comma. 

The comma is like a give way sign at an intersection. It says, “Oi, slow down”, there is something here you need to pay attention to. 
Many writers will say that when you use a comma imagine that you are taking “half a breath” between the words separated by a comma. For example:
“Oi, slow down, [take half a breath] there is something important here.”

What the comma does, is focuses the readers’ attention, so that they don’t crash head long through the stop sign at the end of the sentence, missing the point… there is something important here!
Commas are also used to separate items in a list. For example:

“Cats have paws, claws, sharp teeth and fleas. Commas don’t.”

The problem is like cats, commas do not follow the rules!!!

The use of commas can sometimes be personal preference. If you take an example from Sunshine English Course 1 page 20. 

Andy:

Is that your room?

Takeshi: 
No, it isn’t.

This way, please.

In both cases above, you could leave the commas out of the sentence and the sentence would still make sense. 
The comma in the first sentence slows the reader down, [take half a breath], but you could just as easily not use a comma e.g. “No it isn’t.” and the audience would understand that it isn’t Takeshis’ room. Like wise take the comma out of “This way please” and Takeshis’ audience will most likely follow him into his room!
What is important is that the comma directs the readers’ attention to what is important in the sentence. Too many commas in a sentence is like driving through a street full of speed bumps… no fun at all; not good for your suspension either. Not enough commas and the readers will miss the point. 

As language instructors, the trick is to teach your students how to emphasize their clauses without too many paws (pauses). Sorry, pun intended.
