Grammar for Dummies
 Passive voice
 Program 3 of the third Sunshine book introduces passive voice... or is that “Passive voice is introduced in program 3 of the third Sunshine book”?
Passive voice is not a tense, but a voice. (Fancy that!) In its most basic form, even the simple “I am a dummy” is considered passive. The grammatical structure is subject + be verb + past participle 

It becomes important when we consider some of the following situations:
The topic of the sentence is inactive e.g. “Star Wars was directed by George Lucas.”
We don’t know who, or don’t care who, or who is not important e.g. “Coffee is grown in Mexico.”
We want to make a sentence softer e.g. “This room hasn’t been cleaned.” This is less direct or accusing than “You haven’t cleaned this room.”
We are giving formal instructions. Such instructions tend to omit personal words such as “you”. e.g. “Steel wool must not be used on this frying pan.”
For a combination of some of the above reasons, it is sometimes the only natural choice e.g. “I was born in 1972.”

In the classroom, we are faced with a few difficulties. (That’s a passive sentence right there)
Many students have trouble with the tense of the “be” verb. Because passive voice sits outside of tense, it is subject to the full compliment of English tense inflections. Consider:
“This is made of gold.” (The making was in the past, but the object exists in the here and now)
“This was made last year.” (The manufacture – the important point of the sentence – is in the past)
“It was made of gold.” (The object is no longer with us)
The other major difficulty is that some Japanese verbs are already passive, and that the Japanese language tends to make more use of passives than English, meaning that Japanese speakers will often overuse - and therefore misuse – passive voice.

So, what is there for us ALTs to do? First, try to get your students to think what information is important and what is superfluous. Gorillas, three-toed sloths, and doughnuts don’t use English as an international language; people do. “English is used as an international language by people” becomes redundant and too cumbersome.

Second, get your students to orient the time frame to the present. Is the subject still with us? Has it changed? These will help them choose the best “be” verb.

Finally, be active about teaching passive voice!
