Grammar for Dummies
 

“will” vs. “ be going to”
It’s only a few weeks into the new academic year and you and your second-year students just been hit with a double-whammy: the future tense.  
In fact it’s not a tense in the sense of the verb inflecting like it does for the past form (“walk” to “walked”; “see to saw”); it requires the addition of words, with their own clump of grammatical rules, in the front of the verb.  Added to that, the Japanese Language does not have clear notion of the future.  (Many Japanese politicians also lack a clear notion of the future, but I digress…) 
The lack of Japanese equivalent usually leads to translation difficulties at best, and often utter confusion as to how “ I will ~” differs from “I am going to ~” 
Simply put, “will” refers to a future events the speaker has just decided (“I’ve just won the lottery! I’ll buy a new car tomorrow!”), or a statement based on belief (“It will rain tomorrow.”) 
On the other hand, “going to” is something that has already been decided (“I’m going to take a holiday next month.”) or a statement based on observation (“Look at that black cloud. It’s going to rain.”) 
So, how does this affect you/ the ALT? For our intents and purposes, the student only needs to understand that the two expressions are used for talking about the future.  Some brighter students might benefit from being informed by the JTE that the two are slightly different; but given that most of the students will have their work cut out for them (there’s my article of fait) just learning the grammar, it’s not worth the worry of carefully explaining it now. 
