Basic Janken Conversation Game

Level:              Elementary School Grades 1 ~ 6; Junior High School Grade 1

Target Language:   Conversation English

Preparation Time:   Nil

Materials:          Nil


Activity Target: Warm-up; Review; Consolidation
This is an activity that I pinched of an ALT who stole it from another ALT who saw some other ALT do it who came across it when an ALT from … you get the picture.

It’s suitable as a warm up, as review or consolidation of a grammar point or conversation phrase. I start the elementary school year with the basic conversation below, and add to it as the year progress. So, using the standard conversation every Japanese student knows…

Hello


-

Hello


How are you?

-

I’m fine, and you?


I’m fine.


-

Let’s play Janken.

rock, scissors, paper, 123…
Teaching Method

Show the conversation to the class using the homeroom teacher (Gives him/her something to do:)

Choral the target conversation with the students. Drill them until you’re satisfied it’s in their heads or they start falling asleep – which ever occurs first. Do not do Janken yet, or you take the risk of losing their concentration. Do the conversation again with the teacher this time include Janken.

Pick a couple of volunteers - ones that will not burst into tears. Do the activity with them. Give them a sticker for participation. After a couple of volunteers, (don’t worry the stickers will guarantee volunteers) explain to students how to get points.
Choral the conversation with the students once more, this time include Janken with the right hand. Again with the left hand, and finally with both hands. (This tricks them into practicing the target conversation 3 more times.)

Pair the students up and set them free for as long as you like.

Scoring 
Boys to boys or girls to girls – winner gets 1 point.


Girls to boys – winner gets 2 points.


Students to homeroom teacher or ALT – winner gets 3 points.
And the Champion is…
At the end of the activity the students return to their places and are asked, “How many points did you get?” The ALT or homeroom teacher calls out the scores starting at 0. Students stand up when their score is called out. When students stand up, have the sitting students count how many of them there are (Reviews numbers). The winner is the student with the most points – duh.
As a twist the winners could be the students standing in the largest group - but don’t tell them that until the end of the activity. 
