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1) Nightmare Before Christmas Vocabulary Activity
You could probably rent the DVD or video at your local video store.  In Japanese its title is ナイトメアー・ビフォア・クリスマス.  Remember to arrange with the homeroom teacher ahead of time to make sure there is a DVD/Video player that works in the room where you’ll be teaching.
-To get the students excited about the class I first show only the opening song of the movie, which has all the main Halloween characters.  Showing the movie in Japanese is okay this first time.  

**IMPORTANT: Tell the students ahead of time that they will only watch the first five minutes of the movie.  If you don’t tell them, they will get very disappointed when you suddenly shut off the movie.  When the students understand that they will only see a short clip, they tend to accept it better when you turn it off.

Also, for 1年生~3年生, only teach about 7 or 8 words, as these tend to be rather difficult.

-After showing the clip, start introducing the Halloween characters.  Giving hints is a great way to do this.  Allow the students to answer in Japanese, since they probably won’t know the English words.  A list of Halloween characters in Japanese that you can take to class is attached to this handout.
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**BONUS TIP: To create a really exciting Halloween atmosphere, arrange to have class in a room which can be completely darkened.  I’ve held class in the broadcasting room where there were no windows and also in an audio-visual room where the black curtains could be drawn. 

As you introduce each character, tape the flashcards throughout the room.  When finished with all the characters, turn off the lights and then bring on your flashlight.  Review by pointing the flashlight beam on the flashcards.  This is great fun!!!

-When finished teaching all the characters, explain to the students that you will show the same movie clip again, but this time every time they see a character they must yell out the character’s name.  If they see three witches, the students chant, “Witch! Witch! Witch!”
When playing the movie clip for the second time, turn down the sound so that you can hear the students.

2) Halloween Janken

Here are the character equivalents of Rock, Paper, Scissors with the gestures in the parenthesis.
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          Mummy (hands straight out in front)  =  グ  =  Rock 
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  Witch (as if riding a broomstick)  =  パ  =  Paper
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Vampire (hands straight out to the sides)  =  チョキ  =  Scissors
-You should write the katakana on the board alongside the character flashcards.
-Use “Trick or Treat, who are you?” as the equivalent for “Saisho gu, Janken pon!” and gesture the character while saying the name aloud.

-Only the students who win can continue playing.  A draw counts as a loss.

-Keep playing until there is a champion or until you think you’ve gone on long enough.
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The Trick or Treat Song / Halloween London Bridges  
-Here is the version I use with the Japanese translation in hiragana and kanji.

Trick or Treat    おかし　ちょうだい。               お菓子ちょうだい。
Smell my feet    あしの　におい　を　かいで。       足の臭いをかいで。
Give me something   なにか　ちょうだい                何かちょうだい
Good to eat         おいしい　もの　を。
-Give each student a Halloween character karuta card, having at least four or six (even numbers only) people having the same character.  Randomly pick a character to be the bridges.  
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-Play London Bridges but have the students sing the Trick or Treat song.   When the bridges come down and trap people, everyone chants “Who are you?”  and the trapped students say the name of their character (ex. “Ghost!”)

4) Making Jack O’ Lanterns
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-Arrange for the homeroom teacher to have more than enough B5 orange construction paper (オレンジのがようし), along with enough scissors and pencils for each student.

**IMPORTANT:  Make sure…
…you have the scissors out of reach of the children until it is necessary to use them.  If not, the scissors become distracting toys.
…you have extra supplies available in case a student has an accident and destroys his/her craft. 

…you have planned enough time for everyone to finish their craft (it’s taken more than 25 minutes in some classes).

…you have allowed for clean up time and to have garbage bags available.
Younger students need a lot of time to do the simplest activities.   They need very simple, very specific step-by-step instructions.  And after each step, they seem to want to have their work checked by a teacher over and over again.  And as a teacher, you SHOULD check each student’s work to make sure they are following along nicely.  It’s difficult when you don’t check after each step and at the end find out that half the students didn’t understand the directions and randomly cut to what they thought it should be.
5) Karuta and Halloween (Fruit) Basket

-Play these as you normally would, but use the phrase “Trick or Treat, who are you?” as the chant.
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6) Pass the Pumpkin (idea taken from eslkidstuff.com)  
-Same idea as Hot Potato.  Students sit in a circle.  Provide a small pumpkin for children to pass while the teacher plays some music.  If you have more than twenty students, you may want to divide the class into two groups.  Children pass the pumpkin to the tempo of the music.  When the music stops the child who has the pumpkin stands and says, “I like (vampire)!”
-Another option is to also give all students a Halloween karuta card.  When the student with the pumpkin stands, everyone else chants, “Who are you?” and then the standing student answers “I’m a (vampire)!”
Here are some websites that have lots and lots of Halloween activities.
http://www.benjerry.com/halloween/

http://www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/halloween/print.html

http://www.eslkidstuff.com/HalloweenGames.htm

http://familyfun.go.com/parties/holiday/minisite/halloween-main/halloween-main.html

http://www.englishraven.com/Halloween.html
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English / Japanese Halloween vocabulary

Witch            


まじょ



魔女

Ghost



　　
おばけ



お化け
Vampire



きゅうけつおに

吸血鬼

Black cat　　　　　　　　

くろねこ


黒猫

Mummy　　　　　　　　　　
ミイラ

Skeleton　　　　


がいこつ


骸骨

Bat




こうもり

Werewolf / Wolfman　　　　　　　おおかみおとこ

狼男

Pumpkin



カボチャ
Jack O’ Lantern
カボチャちょうちん　**this is more of a description 

than a translation.
Devil




おに  or  あくま

鬼 or 悪魔
Frankenstein



フランケンシュタイン
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Haunted House


おばけやしき


お化け屋敷
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