Numbers Lesson Plan
Grade:: 

Elementary 1st and 2nd 

Target language : 
Numbers 1 – 12 

       – 

Review of animals and colors

Materials:
Number bingo sheets, and animal work sheet (provided below), 

students bring color crayons
Warm Up: Greetings – the usual greetings to the students


   Full body active warm-up - Stand up, Sit down, Jump

Tell students to do the above actions. As students do the actions, they repeat what the teacher has just said. Do each action a number of times. When the students switch to the jump action, instead of jump, jump, jump, students count the number of times they jump. I let them count by themselves until 10 and then I join for 11 and 12.
Target Introduction: Numbers 1 – 12 


Students count the dots on each flashcard 
Activity 1: Numbered group game

Students break into groups the size of the number the teacher calls. When they are in the group they sit down. Once they’ve sit down you go around the group and count the number of students in the group. Students count with you.
Review 1: Review animals using flashcards

Keep the review short and sharp as the animals will be used in the final activity. 
Activity 2: Bingo

Surely no explanation needed. 

Review 2: Colors
Again keep it short and sharp as the colors will be used in the next activity

Activity 3: Find and count the animals
Give out the worksheets to the students. Explain to them that they are going to look for an animal and circle it with a color that the teacher chooses. When they find all the animals, they bring the paper to one of the teachers and counts out how many there are.
Finish: Finish with a genki greetings 
Notes:
I use the full body active warm-up to wake the students up, and also to introduce new verbs. It’s very high pace and often includes pushups sit ups and squats. It generally lasts anywhere between 2 ~ 5 minutes.

I don’t use number flashcards but flashcards with dots on them. When introducing the target language with the dot flashcards, I’ll turn the card away and make a big show of turning the card back for the students to count. The students will count every dot on every flashcard. This is a lot of repetition and they do it with out getting bored. I always do it as a class so slow learners can feel safe counting in a group rather than individually, which I think puts unbearable pressure on some students. 

I use laminated bingo cards with a 3 X 3 grid with the numbers already on the grid. As soon as a student or group of students hit bingo, all the students start again (be ready for the complaints when you explain that they’re to start over again). Of course the student that hit bingo gets a sticker. I start by calling the numbers for a few games and then hand the job over to the homeroom teacher. Then it’s the students turn to call out the numbers. All of my grids have 11 and 12 on them as these are the two numbers that I think most students this age need practice at them.
With the animal search activity I draw a mouse on the board. Then I hold up a blue chalk and tell the students to take out their blue crayon. Then I circle the mouse with the blue chalk and tell them to look for the mouse on the sheet and circle it with their blue crayon. Of course after 5 seconds or so the students realize there is no mouse and will start to complain. At this point I tell them to take out their yellow crayon and look for the elephants. When the students find all the elephants they bring their sheet to you and count out how many there are. This introduces individual practice, and you can find and help the slow learners.

This is a fast paced lesson and time really flies by, so keep an eye on the time. This whole lesson can be done without an ounce of Japanese.

Be flexible, this plan works for me because it fits my personality and teaching style. If there are other activities that are better suited to you by all means slot them in.

I haven’t allocated time to the activities because I don’t like the restrictions they place on me.

This lesson plan was created by The Veteran ALT, but the activities have all been begged, borrowed or stolen from other more creative ALTs or English Teachers. 
Below are examples of the flashcards, bingo cards, and worksheets used in this lesson.
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