Continuity and challenge – team English Quizzes 
From the 3rd Year students of Elementary school to the 3rd Grade of Junior High school I have been using roughly the same quiz formula in lessons. Of course there are wide variations between the rules and regulations, frequency of use, competitive elements, target language and length of the activity (usually 5-10 minutes), but I have found it to be an effective to have a constant element, especially as we don’t see elementary school kids so often. Here I will discuss the different ways in which I have used them, and whilst I certainly wouldn’t feel it necessary for others to use exactly the same concept, nonetheless there are elements contained within it which I feel would be worthwhile to pursue. 
Format:

Teams line up. The number of students and whether it is taking place in a classroom or open room determines the number of teams and positions. In Elementary school usually it is five or six teams of six students. In Junior High school it is three teams, two desk rows each. I’m not going to explain further as this would obviously be determined by different class factors. The basic idea is that a line of students, one from each team stand up, raise their hand if they know the answer, then that whole line sits down and the next line stands up. The aim is to keep it very quick, so no one has to wait too long and no one is too disappointed if they don’t get the right answer.

A key part of the appeal of this game is having team cards. Take the time to make ones that the kids love and they will be much more into it. I always use anime team cards and one representative from each team randomly picks a team card. It is good to keep changing the cards if you do the game several times in a year with the same class as they love seeing the new pictures. Recently the team cards I have been using are from the popular anime One Piece. Every single student in any age group knows this anime and most of them will have watched it. Here are the pictures I used from the internet, obviously in A4 size and stuck onto cards with magnets attached to the back…which I have now deleted due to potential copyright infringements.    
Activities
Vocab Q and A – cards

Slowly or quickly reveal a flashcard. First student to answer correctly gets a point for their team. Works with any age, but not to be used in Junior High school.

Vocab Q and A – ‘How do you say?’
Ask the students ‘How do you say neko in English?’ Even if the students are 2nd grade of elementary school they can understand if you emphasize neko. It’s important to use the full sentence structure because you repeat the phrase so often that they come to easily understand the meaning and can use it themselves. Of course use appropriate words for each year. Higher levels should always answer in a full sentence, ‘You say cat.’
When they are familiar with it you can reverse it,

Teacher: ‘You say cat’
Student: ‘How do you say neko in English?’
Q and A- answers

Just ask the students a question appropriate to their level. Low level examples are, ‘What color do you like?’ ‘Blue’ or ‘What sport do you like?’ ‘Soccer’.

A higher level example would be, ‘Which do you like better, steak or pizza?’ ‘I like pizza better than steak.’
The reverse answer question format works here too as long as the students are comfortable with what question you want them to provide as the answer.
Spelling
How do you spell ‘cat?’ Simple enough and often teachers give students spelling tests so use the same words that the kids have been practicing.

Again you can reverse by spelling the world with the students asking the full question sentence.
Anagrams

A slightly trickier concept for the kids but after one example they understand completely. Write ODG on the board and say ‘What animal is this?’ As it is so simple at least one person will volunteer the answer ‘Dog’. Again use simple vocabulary. At first only tell them if it is a verb or noun (adjectives get too complicated). If they can’t answer after a little while then give them a hint, ‘It’s an animal/day of the week/sport’ and they should get it. If it’s too hard then give them an easier one.

Text book
The first year Junior High kids love this activity in particular because all of the repetition they did of the text book finally pays off! They will have such good memories that you are guaranteed to be shocked. Here are some example questions.

How old is Kanzi?

What is the name of the dog?

Is Mike an international student?

What color is Aunt Marie’s car?

What is the name of the mountain?

What food does Yuki’s mother like?’
They can even answer very obscure questions based on the pictures like ‘What color is Aunt Marie’s jumper?’ 

What B is a color?

The answer could be black or blue and both are correct. You just give them the first letter and they have to come up with an answer. Animals, sports, colors, countries, food and drinks are all good. If you know popular dramas, actors, video games or anime then these works a treat too, for example, ‘What M.G.S. is a video game?’ (answer Metal Gear Solid).

Potential problems
1) The children get really, really competitive – try to make sure there is a clear winner. If two teams end up with the same score resist the temptation to determine an outright winner and call it a draw.
2) One team is usually significantly better than the others – obviously cheat a bit by being stricter on the dominant team and much more lenient to weaker teams.

3) Some students get lost, confused or annoyed – again rig it so you ask really simple questions when the louder dissenters have their turn, encouraging them to answer. Getting a point usually calms them.
4) Those who don’t know the answer don’t improve – if you want to then get the kids to all repeat the correct answer.

