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Objective
To practice phonics, review numbers, and introduce the question, ‘How old are you?’

Materials
Attached ‘How old are you?’ A4 bingo sheet; list of words to practice karate phonics;

list of class number combinations for Telephone Review.

Outline

7 min.

Karate Phonics

5 min.

Review numbers (1-12 or 1-20)

7 min.

How old is he/she/you? Game

15 min.

How old are you? Milling activity with possibility for bingo after

5 min.

Pac-Man review game or Telephone review game
with greeting, explanation times (4 activities), and farewell, this should easily be a 45 min. lesson



Procedure
Karate Phonics 
This warm-up will get the students to distinguish between two different sounds. Students stand in a karate stance. Introduce 2 different sounds with flashcards, ex. show a girl and a cat for distinguishing ‘G’ and ‘C’. Above flashcards write the letters G and C. Read from a list of words (easier if, at first, words are visible for students). When students hear the G or C sound they karate chop either right or left depending on which letter is left and right on the board. Option: students do a karate block (arms crossed in front of their face) when you read a word that doesn’t begin with either G or C. Option 2: when students hear the flashcard words girl or cat they do a karate kick. The finale can include a one minute karate workout with all the rules in effect. 

Note: Let students shout ‘Hiyaaa!’, ’No, Block!’ and ‘Super-kick!’ along with their actions.

Review numbers 

Using whatever method, make sure students are comfortable with numbers the 1-12 or 1-20. The following activities (How old is he/you?) require using numbers so it’s not a good idea to be introducing numbers here for the first time.

How old is he? 
Draw a picture of a boy’s face. In pairs (can be done in threes), students face each other and say the sentence ‘How old is he?’ while clapping for each word. When they get to “he”, instead of clapping they show their partner some fingers (one hand, 0-5, or both hands, 0-10, you decide). The object is to answer faster than the other person by adding up all the fingers and saying the sum, “He is **”. Students keep repeating activity. Next, draw a picture of a girl’s face. With new partners they can practice using ‘she’. The last sentence you want the students to learn is ‘How old are you?’. They can keep doing the same activity or this can be introduced by simple drilling.

How old are you? 
Using attached A 4 sheet, students must first write in an appropriate number in the ‘I’m__’ speech balloon at the bottom (numbers 1-12 or 1-20). Students then mill around the room asking the question “How old are you?” and answering with the number they have written, “I’m__”. In order to complete the sheet they must get 9 different numbers. The teacher then has the option of playing bingo. 
Note: if you think it’ll be a problem getting 9 different numbers chosen by the students in the ‘I’m__’ section you could always pre-write them in yourself.

(smiley faces courtesy of smileyworld.com; original idea courtesy of genkienglish.com)

Pac-man Review 
To review what the students have just learned. Get the students in pairs and have them decide who’ll be Pac-man first. Pac-man must make a ‘C’ with their hand and the other student must slide their hand flat inside the mouth of the ‘C’. You then introduce the idea that Pac-man chomps when he says ‘NO!’. Review the day’s words, ex. “Is this a cat?” while showing a flashcard. If the answer is ‘yes’ then no one moves. If it is ‘no’ then Pac-man will say ‘NO!’ and try and chomp down before the other student can pull their hand away. Students change roles. 

Note: this activity works well with arithmetic, ex. teacher: “4+4=9?”, Pac-man: “NO!” chomp.

Or

Telephone Review 
Draw a telephone key pad on the board. While holding a keitai (or simple telephone finger gesture), press the numbers on the board (students should shout out the numbers as you dial them). Each student has a different set of 3 or 4 numbers written down by you somewhere on their worksheet. If the student’s numbers are dialed then that student must stand up and converse with you on the telephone. Practice the day’s target sentences and/or review anything else you want. 
Note: number combinations should be kept track of to ensure that the number combo you’re about to dial exists.

