Sunshine 1 Program 12  (p. 90 – 95)
Objective: To introduce difference in culture, and to provide the internet and email as a method for finding out about those differences.

Example sentence: No specific grammar point or target sentence.

Time: 45 - 100 minutes. (Could potentially take multiple class periods.)
Materials: Computer room with enough workstations for each student. Computer keyboards should be placed on top of monitors, as only mouse navigation will be used. See the notes section for more on preparation of the computer room.

One worksheet for each student. It’s helpful to have a projector screen with the teacher’s computer projected so that the students can easily see what to look for.
Summary: Students will perform the following:

1.
Be introduced to the use of the internet and browser software.

2.
Complete an information gap worksheet using information from the Travel Channel website.

Procedure: ALT and JTE should introduce the activity by showing students how to use browser software and find information on websites. See the Notes section for information on setting up browser software and computer workstations for this activity. The only buttons on the browser screen that should be used for this activity are links on the page, the [HOME] button, possibly the [REFRESH] button and [BACK] buttons, and the scroll bar on the side. There is no need for keyboard use.

Once the use of the browser has been explained, students should complete the information gap activity individually using the information on the website. The world map webpage should be set as the [HOME] site for the browsers in the computer room.

Once finished with this, follow-up activities include doing this activity again using another region; writing an email to someone in this region about life and culture in Japan, and presenting the information gathered during the activity orally (students can make groups based on which region they went to.)

Notes: Program 12 says it’s about the internet, but it’s actually about differences in culture and lifestyle around the world, and use email as a method of presenting it (instead of the internet, as it says in the title). Therefore, I thought it might be good to actually use the interne to present a slightly cultural lesson, and to give the kids a method of finding out about other places on their own.

Also, by using a site such as the Travel Channel site, information is guaranteed to be up to date, unlike the textbook, which features an email from a girl in Yugoslavia, which no longer exists. By making it a search and find activity, rather than a writing activity, the students can achieve their goals without having to understand large bodies of difficult text which are found on many websites.


This activity requires quite a lot of preparation on the part of the teachers. Computers should be set up with the mouse available, but the keyboard above the monitor, as it will not be used. Browser software should be open for the students and the [HOME] site should be set to the Travel Channel world map site: http://travel.discovery.com/destinations/main.html
From there, students can choose a region by clicking on the map. It is important that the [HOME] site be set to the world map page, so that if the students click the [HOME] button, it redirects them back to the start of the activity.

  
  

Using the internet, find the information, and complete the worksheet.

Q1. What region did you visit?


[image: image1.png]



Q2.
What cities are in that region?

a) ____________________________

b) ____________________________


c) ____________________________
Q3. 
What pictures did you find from that region?


a) _______________________________________


b) _______________________________________

Q4. 
(BONUS) Choose one city in the region: _____________________________


What can you find in that city? ___________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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