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This is Yuki’s Grammar Ball

Ginger Vertican

Objective: To introduce the grammar point – ’s – (possessive s) through a fun writing, speaking and listening activity.

Sentence: This is Yuki’s. This is Kenji’s.

Text: Sunshine 1, pp 54-55.

Time: 45-50mins.

Materials: copies of worksheet.

Summary: Students will write two true sentences about themselves on pieces of paper then crumple them and put them in the bags that the JTE and ALT bring around. Teams are divided up by rows of students. Afterwards, the first student in each row is given one ‘grammar ball’ from the bag. The students uncrumple one paper and guess whose they think it is by reading the two sentences and saying ‘This is Yuki’s. She likes grape soda. She plays tennis.’ If they are correct they win a point for their team. If they are incorrect, they still have a chance to win a point for their team by making a basket with the grammar ball. The game continues until every student in the row has had a chance to read and speak. Tally the points on the board and award the winners, with applause and stickers. An added benefit of this game is that the students are getting to know a little about each other and realizing that language can be personal and meaningful – not just an arbitrary English lesson.

Procedure: 1 - Warm up: Start the class by pointing to something that belongs to you and saying: ‘This is my watch.’ Be very possessive! The JTE says aloud ‘This is Ginger’s watch’ (use your own name obviously…). You can do this for a few of your own items. Do the same thing for a few of your JTE’s items. Choose a student who won’t be embarrassed and snatch their pencil case or something. Have the JTE come over and say ‘This is Yuki’s pencil case!’ You can say ‘Oooooh, this is Yuki’s pencil case!’ Then walk around the room and point at or pick up various things. ‘This is….????’ Get the students to answer by shouting ‘Kenji’s! Hiro’s’. This can be done in a couple of mins.
2 – Hand out the worksheets/write two sentences
These are very simple. There are two sentences they should already know how to write from programs 4-6. Ask the students to write something TRUE. Give them only 1 or 2 minutes for this. You will need most of the class time to give every one a chance to read.

3 – Collect grammar balls.

Have them crumple their papers into balls. Go around the room and collect them from the students in the big bafs.

4 – Make Teams

Eavh row is a team. Giving you about six teams. Alternatively you can divide the class down the middle and have them turn their desks toward each other in the centre of the room – thus having two large teams. This is also fun and gives you room in the middle for making baskets. Otherwise the JTE and the ALT needs to stand by the row that is shooting baskets.

5 – Use the grammar!
The first person in each row stands and is given a grammar ball by the JTE or ALT. They uncrumple it and try to guess who wrote it. They have limited time. They must answer using the sentences: This is            ‘s. She/he likes                      . She/he plays                        . It helps to write this sentence on the board in advance.

You can ask the person who is being guessed whether they like/play xxx or not, then award points accordingly; 1 for correct, 0 for wrong.

6 – Shoot for points

The students have a chance to make 1 point by shooting their grammar ball into the box or bag that is designated for the ‘finished’ grammar balls. If they make it, they get an extra point.

Notes: you can use bags or boxes for baskets, preferably something big. Also, only give out grammar balls to those who are speaking at that moment or else you’ll have them pelting each other senseless and generally causing chaos.

