Sunshine Book 1, Program 8 (page 62)

Classroom Concentration

Abby Dover

Objective: to practice asking and answering questions using the present continuous (-ing) form.

Sentences: ‘Kenny is playing tennis.’ ‘Is Andy playing tennis too?’ ‘No, he isn’t. He’s playing football.’

Time: Entire class.

Materials: Sheet C, 4 sets (making 2 sets of paired activities), copied onto stiff paper and cut into cards. Tape.
Summary: Students divide into two teams. Each student has an activity card taped to his/her back, and each activity has a pair within the team. By asking and answering questions using the target grammar, students try to discover the opposing team’s pairs.
Procedure: This is tricky if you want to have the students practice all four of the target sentences at once while actually having them feel like they’re communicating rather than reciting. After much thought I came up with this piece of applied concentration style strangeness. It has a few potential pitfalls but is really good fun and motivating if all goes well. This activity focuses exclusively on listening and speaking, and works much better if it is used to practice or reinforce the target sentences rather than teach or introduce them.
Before the class make four copies of a set of activity pictures (I have supplied one set on sheet C but feel free to use your own). This gives you two pairs of each activity and thus two sets of cards. For example, if you have a class of 40 students you’ll need to make 4 sets of 10 different activities, which results in 2 sets of 10 pairs.

Before doing the activity be sure to review the sentence patterns: ‘[Name] is ---ing (activity),’ ‘Is [Name] ----ing (activity)?’ ‘Yes, he/she is,’ ‘No, he/she isn’t,’ and ‘He/She’s ----ing (activity).’ I highly recommend practicing with the actual activities you’ll be using for the game and leaving them up on the board as a reference and checklist for the students as they play.

Now have the students clear their desks and arrange them into two teams facing each other, with a path down the middle. As people get settled, the ALT and JTE should each take a team and tape the activity cards face up to the student’s backs – one card per student. The idea is that they can’t see their card but the person behind them can. And, of course, they shouldn’t let the other team see their card either!

Now for the game proper. It’s played just like Concentration (try to make pairs by finding out their identity and remembering their locations) except that students reply for other students, not for themselves. Play goes as follows:

1) Teams janken to decide who goes first.

2) Starting at one end of the team the student asks the other team a question, for example ‘Is Kenta playing tennis?’

3) As Kenta can’t see his card, the person behind him must reply. If the question is correct s/he answers ‘Yes, he is. Kenta is playing tennis.’ If incorrect, s/he answers ‘No, he isn’t, he’s ------(Kenta’s activity).’ If the student selected is the last person in the row, the first person in the row must go over and report for him.
4) Play then moves to the other team, who ask a question in the same manner.

5) And so on, allowing each student to take a turn asking a question to the other team.

6) During play, team members should keep track of who has what activity (they should not use notes unless they are having real trouble!) keeping in mind that the person who answers isn’t the one with the card! Anytime they think they know a pair, they can raise their hand and name them. If correct, those two students stand up and the team receives a point. If not, the other team gets the point and an extra turn.

7) Notes: students who are seated must still ask/answer questions when its their turn.  If things are dragging, enforce a time limit before play lapses to the other team.

8) Play ends when all the pairs have been discovered/time is up. Reward winners however you like.

Pitfalls!

The two biggest potential pitfalls are that it can take a while for students to get into the swing of things (demonstrate with the JTE until they catch on) and the class can get very noisy to the point where it’s hard to hear. I wouldn’t recommend this activity if you have a really hard time keeping your class in order. 
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