Topic: Comparatives and Superlatives

(The World We Live In)

Text: Sunshine 2, Program 9, pp.66-75

Objective: Teaching comparative words

Target Sentence: There are lots of old buildings in Kyoto. That’s the oldest building in Kyoto.

Time: 30 minutes for ‘The World We Live In’ Worksheet.

Materials: Enough worksheets for each student

Outline:

1. Introduce grammar point- I use drawings and have my students line up in order from shortest to tallest in order to get them used to comparative words. 

2. Hand out worksheet. Read the questions, and have students answering the questions. Give the answers at the end.

Procedure: First, introduce your students to comparative words. Once they understand basic use, break out this worksheet. Some are very easy, but some will surprise your students.

Notes: The only difficult part of this activity is that you use many words the students probably have not been introduced to and which are difficult to remember. I found that using examples, drawings, and gestures made up for this lack of vocabulary, but you may need JTE to help you with several parts.
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The World We Live In

1. Which continent is larger?

a) Australia   b) North America

2. What is the largest continent?

a) Africa   b) Asia   c) North America

3. Which continent has the larger population?

a) South America   b) Asia

4. Which continent has the largest population?

a) Asia   b) Africa   c) Europe

5. About what percentage of the world’s population lives in Asia?

a) 15%   b) 30%   c) 60%

6. Which country has the largest population?

a) Russia   b) Pakistan   c) China

7. What is the largest country in Asia?

a) Russia   b) China   c) India

8. What is the smallest country in Asia?

a) South Korea   b) Nepal   c) Singapore

9. Which language has more speakers?

a) Spanish   b) French

10. Which language has the most speakers?

a) Spanish   b) English   c) Mandarin

11. Which religion has the most followers?

a) Hindu   b) Islam   c) Christianity

12. The highest mountains in the world are the Himalayas. What is the highest mountain in the Himalayas? 

a) K2   b) Mt. Everest   c) Mt. Kilimanjaro

13. The Dead Sea is the lowest point in the world. About how many meters below sea level is it?

a) 10   b) 200   c) 400

14. What is the largest ocean?

a) Indian   b) Atlantic   c) Pacific

15. Which of these cities is the smallest?

a) Mexico City   b) Tokyo   c) Paris
Answer Sheet for The World We Live In

1. b

2. b

3. b

4. a

5. c

6. c

7. a

8. c

9. a

10. c 

11. c 

12. b

13. c

14. c

15. c

Topic: Comparatives and Superlatives

(Picture Comparisons)

Text: Sunshine 2, Program 9

Objective: To enable students to compare two pictures using comparative / superlative grammar points.

Sentence: A is –er than B, C is the –est of the #.

Time: About 10-15 minutes

Materials: Large-size(B4/A4 or bigger) pictures, with sets of 2-3 from the same object category in each picture. Use one picture for each group – different groups have different pictures. Students have to write one sentence about that picture. After everyone finishes, students say the sentences orally, showing the picture. At ALT / JTE’s option, other groups can be asked if that sentence is TRUE / FALSE.

Topic: Comparatives and Superlatives

(Another variation)

Text: Sunshine 2, Program 9

Objective: To enable students to understand comparative/superlative statements and decide if they are true of false. 

Sentence: ~~~er than B. C is the ~~~est things. 

Time: About 10 minutes (oral form) or 15 minutes (paper form)

Materials: worksheet (WRITTEN version), questions (ORAL version)

Summary: This activity comes in both WRITTEN and ORAL versions. It can be used to teach new cultural information about other countries, as well as to test students’ understanding of what foreign material they already know. It can be used in a cultural context, or can be used with other themes. Sample T/F questions are shown here, but as every class is different, the actual design is left up to the ALT/JTE. This is a versatile activity than can be adapted to most ALT teaching situations, either as part of whole-class lesson or as ‘ALT activity corner.’
Procedure: For the ORAL version, JTE/ALT says a sentence using comparative/superlative/ --as…as form and student have to guess T or F. If F, students have to correct the question to make it correct. Scoring: 1 point for correct T/F answer, and 1 additional point for making the sentence correct. 

For the WRITTEN version, students work on worksheets with several comparative /superlative/ --as…as sentences written, with options to circle T or F. If F, students can be given the option to correct the sentence to make it true. 

EXAMPLES: 

Airplanes are larger than cars. (TRUE/FALSE) 

Japan is the biggest country in the world. (TRUE/FALSE)

Notes: Do make sure to check with the JTE to see if the questions are appropriate and are not too hard.
 Topic: Comparative and Superlative Sentences 

Text: Sunshine 2, Program 9, pages 66-68

Time: 15 minutes

Materials: accompanying sheet

1. Students have the A, B, C sheet and a pencil.

2. They listen to you dictate comparative sentences and draw, e.g. A, there is a man;

B, there is a bigger man; C, there is the biggest man.

3. Gradually, they are drawing sentences above each letter.

4. After you have finished dictating sentences, the students compare pictures with the people around them.

5. A follow up activity could be to write 3 comparative and 3 superlative sentences relating to the picture.

Topic: Comparatives and Superlatives

      (Short Questions Game)

Text: Sunshine 2, Program 9

Time: 10-15 minutes

Materials: Questions on paper for reference (ORAL version) and prepared worksheets (WRITTEN version)

Summary: Like the TRUE/FALSE game, this game also comes in ORAL and WRITTEN versions, so you can choose depending on your class level. This activity can be used to introduce new information to your students through the use of this grammar point. Students can be surprised if you introduce questions whose answers are not what they would expect.

Procedure:  Prepare questions using comparative and superlative form. It’s OK if   students do not know the correct answer. The objective is to get them to think and guess. This is also a good way to teach about foreign things (e.g. geography, culture) as well as to break some stereotypes. If your JTE says other activities are hard, maybe this might help.

Notes: EXAMPLE QUESTIONS:

      Which city is bigger? 

       A. Sendai          B. Washington DC

      Which building is taller? 

       A. Tokyo Tower     B. Eiffel Tower

